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the Pacific.1 In Loango and Urundi, a ^district tc the west
of Lake Victoria Nyanza, it is observed after the death of a
king, and in the latter country, during the mourning for a
king, the rule of continence is extended to animals. Cattle,
sheep, goats, and fowls are all prevented from breeding. The
people believe that if a child were begotten during the mourn-
ing for a king his successor would die.2 Among the Banyan-
kole of Uganda, during the mourning for a king or queen,
the scrotums of bulls were tied to prevent their breeding, and
after the mourning they were killed.3 Among the Banyoro
of Uganda " during the time that the smelters are engaged in
making charcoal, digging the iron-stone and smelting, they
live apart from other men and their wives and observe strict
rules of chastity." 4 So among the Ila-speaking tribes of
Northern Rhodesia, " during the time the smelters (baskin-
ganzd) are sojourning in their shelters they are in a state of
strict taboo (balatonda chininf). If one wishes to visit the
village, he must on no account have connection with his wife.
. . . Should a man transgress by having intercourse with his
wife or any other woman, they say the smelting would be a
failure." 6 In the Gogodara tribe of British New Guinea
while a canoe is building the builder and his assistants are
bound to observe strict continence, and the women are for-
bidden even to look at the canoe while it is building and at
the men who are doing the work. They think that if any of
these customs were neglected, some evil would befall the
canoe.6 Among the Kiwai of British New Guinea while a
man is making a drum he refrains from cohabiting with his
wife. It is believed that if he broke the rule the drum would
break.7 In the same tribe " during the whole time that the
harpoon-maker is engaged in his work, he must refrain from
sexual connection with his wife, and she is not even allowed
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